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Course Summary:

Date Details Due

Wed Jan 19, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Mon Jan 24, 2022

#  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

$  Monday: KWL Chart Exercise due by 11:59pm

Wed Jan 26, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Mon Jan 31, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Wed Feb 2, 2022

#  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

$  Wednesday, 2/2: Reading Ques!ons due by 11:59pm

Mon Feb 7, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Wed Feb 9, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Mon Feb 14, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Wed Feb 16, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Mon Feb 21, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Wed Feb 23, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Mon Feb 28, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Wed Mar 2, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Mon Mar 7, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Wed Mar 9, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Mon Mar 14, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Wed Mar 16, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Mon Mar 21, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Wed Mar 23, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Mon Mar 28, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Wed Mar 30, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Mon Apr 4, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Wed Apr 6, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Mon Apr 11, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Wed Apr 13, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Mon Apr 18, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Wed Apr 20, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Mon Apr 25, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Wed Apr 27, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

Mon May 2, 2022 #  2022SP - CHLDHD PED MEDICINE
50:163:255:01 12:30pm to 2pm

$  Monday, 2/21, Video Response
Ques!ons  

$  Wednesday, 2/9 - Video Response
Ques!ons  

% Edit

Childhood and Pediatric Medicine
50:163:255
MW 12:30pm-1:50pm
Loca!on: BSB-117 (when in-person)
Spring 2022
Department of Childhood Studies
Rutgers University, Camden

Instructor: Anthony Wright, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Department of Childhood Studies 
Email: anthony.wright@rutgers.edu
Office Hours: Wednesdays, 3:45pm-5:45pm, Signup Sheet , Zoom Room
Pronouns: he/him/his

Teaching Assistant:  Katherine Mar!n, M.A. 
Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Childhood Studies
Email: katherine.mar!n@rutgers.edu
Office Hours: MW 11:20-12:20, Zoom Room

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this class, we will have two overarching goals: 

1)    To explore the historical forma!on of pediatric medicine and related fields, such as public health and social
work, in the United States.
2)    To explore a number of debates that are currently playing out in the context of pediatric medicine and
related fields.

In pursuing our first goal, we will learn that pediatric medicine, as a formalized profession, is actually a very recent
historical development. We will discuss how the field of professional pediatrics was not born un!l the nineteenth
century, at which point tradi!onal forms of knowledge about children’s health became the focus of intense cri!cism
by medical experts, who saw themselves as fostering modernity through the promo!on of scien!fic knowledge
about human health and development. As we will see, this happened alongside various philanthropic and
governmental efforts aimed at improving children’s health. We will then move into the post-WWII era, exploring
how children’s behavioral, cogni!ve, and emo!onal characteris!cs became medicalized in new ways, giving rise to a
range of psychosocially oriented pediatric special!es. Finally, we will discuss how the massive increase in biomedical
technologies since the 1970s is reshaping pediatric knowledge and prac!ce. 

In pursuing our second goal, we will consider how pediatric medicine con!nues to play a profound role in shaping
the lives of young people and their families. We will explore current debates surrounding child and youth disabili!es,
the neurodiversity movement, inequali!es in medical communica!on, pediatric pain treatment, ci!zenship status
and health care access, and pediatric care for transgender children. By exploring these issues, we will see that
children’s health is never a simple result of biological processes, and the medical sciences and technologies which
guide pediatric prac!ce can never be en!rely isolated from the complicated poli!cal and economic dynamics that
shape the intertwined lives of medical professionals, children, and parents.          

LEARNING GOALS

•    Become familiar with concepts and issues that have driven scien!fic and popular debates about the field of
pediatric medicine in the United States.
•    Learn about major trends in the historical development of pediatric medicine and related fields in the
United States.
•    Develop understanding of the complex rela!onship between poli!cal and economic processes, scien!fic
research, and pediatric clinical prac!ce.  
•    Cri!cally evaluate your own poli!cal and ethical posi!ons on the various issues we explore.  
•    Improve wri!ng and communica!on skills through in-class discussion, in-class exercises, and a major
wri!ng assignment. 

REQUIRED READINGS

All of the readings are available on the course Canvas site, so you will not be required to buy any books. For those of
you who do wish to purchase hard copies, you should be able to find them on eBay or an online retailer of your
choice. Some of the readings will not be available from popular online retailers, as they are academic journal ar!cles,
and you will need to print them out if you want a hard copy. 

The readings will be posted in the weekly modules, and you should read them before class and come prepared with
comments and/or ques!ons. The quality of our in-class discussions will depend on your level of prepara!on. Doing
the required readings will also be essen!al in order to do well on many of the in-class exercises, which are described
in more detail below. 

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING

Assignments

Percentage of Final
Grade

 

Due Date(s)

A#endance
10%

 
n/a

In-class exercises 20%

Same day as assigned, unless otherwise
noted

 

Exams (2) 30% (15% each)

Exam 1: Monday, March 7

Exam 2: Monday, May 2

 

Paper – First Dra$

 
15%

Monday, April 4

 

Revision Plan

 
5% Monday, April 18

Paper – Revised Final Dra$ 20% Monday, May 9

1) A#endance: A#endance is mandatory, but each of you will be allowed two unexcused absences before it starts
affec!ng your a#endance grade. A$er your second unexcused absence, you will lose 0.5% of your a#endance grade
per absence unless you provide a valid excuse in advance. Valid excuses include: illness, family or childcare issues,
school-related extracurricular ac!vi!es, etc. Invalid excuses include: going on vaca!on, sleeping through your alarm,
forge%ng about class, having an assignment due in another class, etc. If you have an emergency and are unable to
let us know in advance, please reach out to me, and we will discuss your op!ons.  

2) In-class Exercises: Throughout the semester, you will complete a number of short in-class exercises. These may
include quizzes on readings, wri!ng exercises, small group discussions, and games focused on reviewing course
material. You will not be able to make up in-class exercises if you are absent and do not provide a valid excuse in
advance. If you have an emergency, please reach out to us a$er the fact, and we will discuss your op!ons.  

3) Exams: You will have two major exams. The first exam will cover course material from weeks 1-7, and the second
exam will cover weeks 9-14. Exams will a mix of mul!ple choice and short answer ques!ons. You will receive a
review sheet, and we will hold a review session before each exam. 

4) Paper: You will be required to write a 4-page, double-spaced paper. In the paper, you will connect a relevant
aspect of your own experience to at least one course reading. For example, your paper could focus on a personal
experience that took place in a pediatric se%ng, or it could focus on your plans to pursue a career in pediatrics or
another field related to children’s health and wellness. In prepara!on for the paper, we will hold a wri!ng workshop
during week 8. As will discuss in more detail during the workshop, the paper assignment will take place in three
phases. First, you will be required to submit a first dra$ of the paper, and we will offer feedback. Second, you will be
required to submit a revision plan based on our feedback. Third, you will use this plan in order to revise the first
dra$ into a final dra$, which is due on May 9. 

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION

Office Hours: We will both hold virtual office hours each week. Our respec!ve schedules and signup
sheets/mee!ng links can be found at the top of the syllabus with our contact informa!on. We encourage you to
come visit us in office hours just to chat or to discuss any ques!ons that you might have about readings or lecture
content. In general, a#ending office hours is a great way to get to know your professors and TAs, and this can be
really helpful in the future if you need things like le#ers of recommenda!on. 

Email: Both of us can be reached via email. Our addresses are posted at the top of the syllabus with our contact
informa!on, and you can also reach us via Canvas. We will do our best to respond to your emails within 24 hours. If
you have an urgent issue, please put the word URGENT in the subject, and we will respond as soon as possible.
Also, if you have an in-depth ques!on about a reading or lecture, it would be much be#er to come to office hours,
as we will not be able to have very detailed conversa!ons about course content via email.  

Norms of Communica!on: In this class, we will be discussing a number of emo!onally charged and controversial
topics. We absolutely welcome disagreement and debate, but it must take a civil, construc!ve form. Hate speech
and other inappropriate forms of in!mida!on or interpersonal aggression will not be tolerated. While we do not
have to agree with each other, it is crucial that our debates and discussions be carried out in a respec'ul way. This
goes for verbal communica!on in class, as well as for wri#en communica!on via email and on the course Canvas
site. 

Academic Integrity: Plagiarism—passing off another’s ideas or words as one’s own—is a serious act of academic
dishonesty and represents a serious viola!on of the academic integrity policy of Rutgers University. Careless or
inadequate ci!ng of ideas or words borrowed from another also cons!tutes an act of academic dishonesty. It is each
student’s responsibility to acquaint themselves with Rutgers University’s rules on academic integrity:
 
h#p://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/

You should be aware that we will be electronically monitoring for plagiarism with the applica!on Turni!n. Any
ac!ons of plagiarism or other forms of academic dishonesty will be adjudicated. If, a$er reviewing these rules, you
are unsure about which ac!ons cons!tute viola!ons of the academic integrity policy, please contact me before
handing in an assignment; I will be happy to help.

For your reference, here is a chart that describes the university’s framework for classifying integrity viola!ons:

ADA Statement: The Americans with Disabili!es Act (ADA) is a federal an!-discrimina!on statute that provides
comprehensive civil rights protec!on for persons with disabili!es. Among other things, this legisla!on requires that
all students with disabili!es be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommoda!on of
their disabili!es. If you believe you have a disability requiring an accommoda!on, please contact the Office of
Disability Services (ODS). 

The Office of Disability Services (ODS) provides students with confiden!al advising and accommoda!on services in
order to allow students with documented physical, mental, and learning disabili!es to successfully complete their
course of study at Rutgers University – Camden. The ODS provides for the confiden!al documenta!on and
verifica!on of student accommoda!ons, and communicates with faculty regarding disabili!es and accommoda!ons.
The ODS provides accommoda!on services, which can include readers, interpreters, alternate text, special
equipment, and note takers. The ODS acts as a signatory for special waivers. The ODS also works with students,
faculty, staff and administrators to enforce the American with Disabili!es Act of 1990.

Director: Erin G. Leuthold Armitage Hall, Room 235, 311 North Fi$h Street
Phone: 856.225.2717
disability-services@camden.rutgers.edu
h#ps://learn.camden.rutgers.edu/disability-services 

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE REGARDING COVID-19 POLICIES

In accordance with university policy, this course will be delivered remotely through at least January 30, 2022. The
university has not yet announced what its official policy will be a$er that date, but we should all be prepared either
to return to campus or to con!nue holding class remotely. For this reason, I have prepared a plan for either case. 

Plan For Remote Instruc!on Plan For Remote Instruc!on 

Students will be required to a#end synchronous virtual sessions un!l at least January 30, 2022. The sessions will be
held on Zoom at the course’s normally scheduled !me. The mee!ng links, as well as all assignments and readings,
will be posted in the weekly modules on the Canvas site.  

Plan For In-Person Instruc!on Plan For In-Person Instruc!on 

In the event that the university returns to in-person instruc!on a$er January 30, 2022, the course will resume as
originally scheduled, all lectures will be delivered in-person in BSB-117, and all students will be required to wear
masks. I know switching back and forth from in-person to remote learning is frustra!ng and difficult, and we
therefore will be as flexible as possible. If you have any ques!ons or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us.
We will be happy to come up with solu!ons to any issues as they arise. 

COURSE PLAN

Week 1 – Introduc!on

Monday, January 17Monday, January 17
    
No class. MLK, Jr. Day. 

Wednesday, January 19Wednesday, January 19

Introduc!on to class and syllabus. 

Week 2 – Children’s Health: From the Thirteen Colonies to the Early Republic 

Monday, January 24Monday, January 24

No reading. 

Wednesday, January 26Wednesday, January 26

King, Charles R. 1993. “Physician to Body and Soul.” Children’s Health in America. Pages 1-24.    

Week 3 – Children’s Health: From Slavery to Reconstruc!on

Monday, January 31Monday, January 31

Fass, Paula. 2016. “Children Adri$: Responding to the Crisis: 1850-1890.” The End of American Childhood.
Pages 45-63.

Wednesday, February 2Wednesday, February 2

Fass, Paula. 2016. “Children Adri$: Responding to the Crisis: 1850-1890.” The End of American Childhood.
Pages 63-85.

Week 4 – Black Parenthood and Children’s Health: Before and A$er the Civil War

Monday, February 7Monday, February 7

Webster, Crystal Lynn. 2017. “In Pursuit of Autonomous Womanhood: Nineteenth-century Black Motherhood
in the U.S. North.” Slavery and Aboli!on 38(2): 425-440. 

Wednesday, February 9Wednesday, February 9

Webster, Crystal Lynn. 2021. “‘Transfiguring the Soul of Childhood’: Du Bois’s Private Vision and Public
Ac!vism for Black Children.” The Journal of the History of Childhood and Youth 14(3): 347-366. 

Week 5 – The New Science of Childhood: Emerging Forms of Pediatric Exper!se

Monday, February 14Monday, February 14

Fass, Paula. 2016. “What Mother Needs to Know: The new science of childhood 1890-1940.” The End of
American Childhood. Pages 86-103.

Wednesday, February 16Wednesday, February 16

Fass, Paula. 2016. “What Mother Needs to Know: The new science of childhood 1890-1940.” The End of
American Childhood. Pages 103-126. 

Week 6 – The New Pediatrics

Monday, February 21Monday, February 21

Pawluch, Dorothy. 1996. “The Dissa!sfied Pediatrician Syndrome.” The New Pediatrics: A Profession in Transi!on.
Pages 37-60. 

Wednesday, February 23Wednesday, February 23

Halpern, Sydney A. 1988. “Resurgence of the Generalist: Psychosocial Pediatrics.” American Pediatrics: The
Social Dynamics of Professionalism, 1880-1980. Pages 128-148. 

Week 7 – Biomedicaliza!on and the Expansion of the Pediatric Toolkit

Monday, February 28Monday, February 28

Watch From Controversy to Cure: Inside the Cambridge Biotech Boom. 2019. Directed by Joe McMaster.
h#ps://vimeo.com/444879438/f2b7a53209

Wednesday, March 2Wednesday, March 2

Exam review.

Week 8 – Exam 1 and Wri!ng Workshop

Monday, March 7Monday, March 7

Exam 1

Wednesday, March 9Wednesday, March 9

Wri!ng Workshop

SPRING BREAK – March 12-20

Week 9 – The Medicaliza!on of Disabled Childhoods

Monday, March 21Monday, March 21

Watch Crip Camp: A Disability Revolu!on. 2020. Directed by James Lebrecht and Nicole Newnham.
h#ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OFS8SpwioZ4

Wednesday, March 23Wednesday, March 23

Ginsburg, Faye and Rayna Rapp. 2018. “Worlding the ‘New Normal’ for Young Adults with Disabili!es.” In
Thomas, Gareth M. and Dikaios Sakellariou, eds. 2018. Disability, Normalcy and the Everyday. Pages 82-102. 

Week 10 – Communica!ve Inequali!es in Medical Spaces

Monday, March 28Monday, March 28

Sisk, B. A., M. Bluebond-Langner, L. Wiener, J. Mack, and J. Wolfe. 2016. “Prognos!c Disclosures to Children:
A Historical Perspec!ve.” Pediatrics 138 (3): e20161278. 

Wednesday, March 30Wednesday, March 30

No reading.

Week 11 – Pediatric Pain Treatment

Monday, April 4 – First Dra" DueMonday, April 4 – First Dra" Due

No reading.

Wednesday, April 6Wednesday, April 6

Buchbinder, M. 2015. “The Smart Clinic.” All in your head: Making sense of pediatric pain. Pages 56-88

Week 12 – Neurodiversity and Au!sm Spectrum Disorder

Monday, April 11Monday, April 11

Bailin, Ayana. June 26, 2019. “Clearing up Some Misconcep!ons about Neurodiversity.” Scien!fic American.
h#ps://blogs.scien!ficamerican.com/observa!ons/clearing-up-some-misconcep!ons-about-neurodiversity/

Wednesday, April 13Wednesday, April 13

Solomon et al. 2015. “‘You Can Turn off the Light If You’d Like’: Pediatric Health Care Visits for Children with
Au!sm Spectrum Disorder as an Interac!onal Achievement.” Medical Anthropology Quarterly 29(4): 531-555. 

Week 13 – From Regulatory to Facilita!ve Pediatric Care for Transgender Children

Monday, April 18 – Revision Plan DueMonday, April 18 – Revision Plan Due

No reading.

Wednesday, April 20Wednesday, April 20

Meadow, Tey. 2018. “Gender Troubles.” Trans Kids: Being Gendered in the Twenty-First Century. Pages 24-53.

Week 14 – Ci!zenship, Migra!on, and Health Dispari!es 

Monday, April 25Monday, April 25

Castañeda, Heide, and Milena Andrea Melo. 2014. “Health care access for La!no mixed-status families:
Barriers, strategies, and implica!ons for reform.” American Behavioral Scien!st 58 (14): 1891-1909.

Wednesday, April 27Wednesday, April 27

Exam review.

Week 15 – Exam 2

Monday, May 2Monday, May 2

Exam 2

FINAL PAPERS DUE MONDAY, MAY 9

March 2022

27 28 1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31 1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Assignments are weighted by

group:

Group Weight

A#endance 10%

In-class Exercises 20%

Exams 30%

Paper - First Dra$ 15%

Revision Plan 5%

Paper - Revised Final
Dra$

20%

Total 100%
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/11-BBw88gouK7l8S7HIByrbqyQzG4t2I0V5QIZg84X9o/edit#gid=0
https://rutgers.zoom.us/j/6809664523?pwd=R0VqbGVFbzREQnExTWZtNUxLN1hpdz09
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/announcements
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/assignments
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/discussion_topics
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/grades
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/users
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/wiki
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/files
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/assignments/syllabus
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/outcomes
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/rubrics
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/quizzes
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/modules
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/conferences
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/collaborations
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/external_tools/1
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/external_tools/9
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/external_tools/1091
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/external_tools/2074
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/173968/external_tools/2719?display=borderless
https://rutgers.instructure.com/

